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' Legal approach

? Young adult

? Juvenile delinquency

* Juvenile court

> Bio-physiological approach
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' Comprehensive approach
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The present article, focusing on the youth concept, attempts to compare all national and
international definitions on this concept by using the documental method. This
comparison aims at recognizing the most suitable definition of youth and offering it to the
body responsible for youth affairs in the country. Therefore, the research structure has
been designed, in which the main reason, objectives, and the questions as well as the
methodology of research have been discussed in the introduction. The first section of the
research attempts to introduce the main approaches to the youth concept and recommend
the proper one for adopting the national definition for youth concept. The second section
discusses the national youth definition in 23 countries, comparing with national youth
definition in Islamic Republic of Iran. The third section, entitled "the youth definition in
the international organizations", explains the definitions declared by the United Nations
and European Union. In the fourth section, the diversity and differentiation of youth
definition will be analyzed, in which this hypothesis is approved: "the difference between
the national youth definitions in different countries rooted from national values, attitudes,
and socio-cultural structures as well as economic and political situation". Finally, in the
conclusion, reviewing the proper answers to the research questions, the suitable and

better definition is suggested to the youth responsible body in the country.

Key words: youth, national definition, youth responsible body and international

organizations
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